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United States Senate
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC

LIFE & BREATH
#433ADAY die from LUNG CANCER

April 26, 2018

Dear Members of Congress:

Lung cancer will KILLover 400 people today.

Let me repeat that - over 400 mothers, daughters, sisters, fathers, sons, brothers, neighbors,
non-smokers, veterans, Republicans, Independents and Democrats will die today from lung cancer. They
are people who simply have lungs. We are writing to enlist your support to confront this national crisis.

Lung cancer is the number one cancer killer. Over 80 percent of those diagnosed don't survive -- a
survival rate that hasn't changed in the past 40 years. The fastest growing population of lung cancer
patients is young, never-smoking women and we don't know why. Veterans and first responders are at
an increased risk. Smoking cessation programs have helped reduce tobacco related disease but they
perpetuate the deadly myth that lung cancer risk ends with cessation. It doesn't.

Confronting the lung cancer crisis requires a national commitment to screening for those most at risk,
restoration of funding for more aggressive lung cancer research, and widespread public education on
the various causes of lung cancer. We urgently ask you to:

• Restore robust funding for lung cancer research by approving $20M in FY19 Defense
Appropriations for Lung Cancer Research within the Congressionally Directed Medical Research
Program (CDMRP). And we urge you to increase funding for the Lung Cancer Research Program
in the years ahead. Similar robust funding commitments have lead to significant breakthroughs
in breast and other cancers.

• Co-sponsor H.R. 4897/S.2358, the Women and Lung Cancer Research and Preventive Service Act
of 2018 to evaluate and make recommendations for increased:

- Research to explore the differences in women with respect to lung cancer
- Access to lung cancer preventatives services
- Strategic public awareness and education campaigns on lung cancer

• Fund an immediate and extensive Public Service campaign by the Centers for Disease Control to
ensure the American people are fully educated and aware of proven life saving LDCT Lung
Cancer Screening Programs. This critical annual examination is recommended by the US
Preventive Services Task Force; was approved by Congress in 2013 as an Essential Health
Benefit; and approved by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid in 2015. To date less than 6%
of the eligible high risk population has been screened.

We can and must reduce the deadly impact of lung cancer. It's a matter of Life and Breath.

Sincerely,

For more information: Email: lablifeandbreath@gmail.com
Facebook: lablifeandbreath Twitter@LABLifeBreath


